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pumping overdraft and to keep the basins sustainable, even during drought.  The WRD 
Board of Directors has the authority to purchase replenishment as needed, and 
therefore even during a drought WRD can purchase imported water from MWD for 
groundwater replenishment, although the price for that water may be significantly higher.  

Even without WRD’s managed aquifer recharge operations, the Central and West Coast 
Basins are vast underground reservoirs containing plentiful fresh groundwater.  In fact, 
the State of California has estimated the Coastal Plain of Los Angeles County, of which 
the Central Basin and the West Coast Basin are the two principal basins, contains 35 
million acre-feet of groundwater in storage of which 29 million acre-feet of this is in the 
upper 1,200 feet of sediments1.   Historically only 1.1 million acre-feet (3%) of this water 
has been utilized by pumping, leaving plenty of additional groundwater available at 
depth if needed.  However, this deep stored groundwater would have limits on 
extractable amounts based on physical and economic conditions, but could be tapped if 
necessary during extended droughts with active management plans in place to protect 
the basins from any undesirable results resulting from the deep groundwater 
extractions.  

Because of all of these factors, WRD has determined that the Central and West Coast 
Basins have ample and sustainable groundwater supplies to meet all of the pumping 
demands in 2017 through 2019 and the foreseeable future.  A listing of the groundwater 
suppliers within the WRD service area is presented on the following page.   

  
  

                                                      
1 California Department of Water Resources, September 1968, Bulletin No. 104, Planned Utilization of Ground Water Basins: 
Coastal Plain of Los Angeles County, page 9. 
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